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FOREWORD

For nearly two decades, the OSCE Project Co-ordinator in Ukraine 
(PCU) has assisted Ukraine in its efforts to build a stable and 
democratic society. The crisis in eastern Ukraine has given rise to 
new challenges, including security issues and humanitarian and 
economic crises. As a result of these developments, efforts aimed 
at restoring stability, peace and security have been added to the 
PCU’s mandate. 

We are working towards creating a platform to promote dialogue 
in the most challenging sectors of the eastern part of the country, 
supporting the social integration of internally displaced persons, 
enhancing the national capacity for humanitarian demining, 
and strengthening chemical safety and security in this highly 
industrialized region of Ukraine.  

Environmental issues in the Donbas region resulting from the crisis 
have had a widespread negative impact on Ukrainian society, their 
effects being felt in the nation’s social, economic, humanitarian 
and political spheres. The region’s acute environmental safety and 
security issues cannot be neglected and require attention from 
stakeholders and the general public.

In 2017, acting on a request from the Ministry of Ecology and 
Natural Resources of Ukraine, the PCU launched the “Assessment 
of the Environmental Damage” project in eastern Ukraine. The 

effort is tasked with conducting environmental assessments and 
preparing recommendations outlining a strategy for the region’s 
recovery. We are grateful to the Governments of Canada and 
Austria for their timely response to this pressing issue, providing 
necessary financial support for the project. 

This publication presents the results of the initial environmental 
damage assessment conducted during project implementation, 
consisting of site research findings and their interpretation. In this 
assessment, the authors have assembled and analyzed information 
gathered  from a range of sources and offer a number of  specific 
measures targeting the recovery of the region both short- and  
long-term.

We are hopeful that this result of our joint effort is both timely and 
sufficient to allow state and intergovernmental bodies, as well as  
non-governmental organizations to consider taking immediate 
action to remedy the situation. It is with this purpose in mind that 
the PCU and our distinguished national and international partners 
continue our efforts to address urgent environmental issues in 
eastern Ukraine.

OSCE Project Co-ordinator in Ukraine 
Ambassador Vaidotas Verba
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The Donbas region of eastern Ukraine bears both the nation’s and 
Europe’s most significant man-made environmental burden. The 
area has long been a source of concern, its current pressing issues 
predating the ongoing armed conflict.  With the onset of hostilities 
the environmental situation in the east has only grown more dire.

Currently, the issues of surface and ground water pollution are 
critical. Frequent disruptions to the operation of both the water 
supply and water disposal systems have resulted in repeated, 
unscheduled discharges of pollutants into freshwater sources. 
Among the most critical hazards are those posed by the flooding of 
mines being used as waste storage. The combustion of munitions 
and subsequent explosions and the extensive deployment of heavy 
military equipment cause further, related damage by significantly 
polluting soils, which will eventually require reclamation and 
rehabilitation. Forest fires and illegal tree cutting have resulted in 
the loss of woodlands and windbreak strips, had severe impact on 
nature reserves, and disrupted the balance of ecosystems. Hostilities 
have also exacerbated waste management issues, especially in 
towns along the contact line.

Apart from the immediate, overall effects of the armed conflict 
on the environment, challenges to the proper functioning of the 
environmental protection system as a whole are also of great concern. 
The conflict has disrupted the operations of the environmental 
monitoring system, prevented observations in certain locations, and 
resulted in the loss of archive data, equipment, and documentation. 
The resulting shortage of information, limited reliable data, irregular 

observations, and lack of access to environmental information in 
territories beyond government control present major obstacles to 
an efficient and prudent  administrative decision making process, a 
factor which is often decisive in crisis conditions.

In order to adequately collect, systematize, and analyze information 
on the environmental impact of the hostilities, and to further obtain 
support in environmental risk assessment and recommendation 
development, the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of 
Ukraine turned to the OSCE PCU for assistance. This collaborative 
approach has facilitated the gathering of data for analysis and 
subsequent identification of specific high-priority measures.

This publication is the result of the work of professionals active 
in a broad range of specialized disciplines who have attempted 
to provide a comprehensive overview of the non-standard 
environmental situation that obtains in the industrial Donbas 
region under conflict conditions. The Ministry of Ecology and 
Natural Resources of Ukraine would like to express its gratitude 
to the OSCE Project Co-ordinator in Ukraine for the work that has 
been conducted. We remain committed to cooperation with the 
international community in analyzing the environmental situation, 
assessing and minimizing environmental risks resulting from the 
hostilities in eastern Ukraine, and, with the eventual restoration of 
peace in the Donbas, restoring and rehabilitating the environment 
of the affected territories.

Мinister of Ecology and Natural Resources of Ukraine 
Ostap Semerak
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Armed conflict in eastern Ukraine has resulted in 
a regrettable range of harm to the region’s lands 
and terrain, its surface and subterranean water 
systems, and its vegetation and wildlife. Hostili-
ties also bring a significant increase in the risk of 
incidents at industrial and infrastructure facilities. 

Under conflict conditions the chief threat is man-
ifest in the risk of environmental pollution result-
ing from major operational disruptions and re-
lated incidents occurring at industrial and other 
large-scale facilities. Prior to the onset of conflict, 
the Donetsk and Luhansk regions were home to 
some 4,500 potentially environmentally hazard-
ous enterprises. Between 2014 and 2017, compa-
nies in the region reported over 500 cases of op-
erational disruptions and related incidents, some 
of which were fraught with potential hazard for 
both the local population and the environment.

The following list includes industrial facilities 
damaged during the hostilities that pose the 
greatest hazard for the environment: the Yas-
ynivka, Avdiivka, and Yenakiieve Coke Plants; 

the Yenakiieve, Makiivka and Donetsk Metallur-
gical Plants; the Toretsk Ferroalloy Plant; the Al-
chevsk Metallurgical Complex; the Lysychansk 
Oil Refinery; the Donetsk State-Owned Chem-
icals Plant, Siverskodonetsk Plant “Azot” [“Ni-
trogen”] and the Horlivka “Styrol”, Sloviansk, 
Luhansk, Vuhlehirsk and Myronivka Thermal 
Power Stations

In the course of the conflict, multiple reports were 
received of damaged infrastructure and power 
outages at coal mines, leading to the shutdown 
of mine-water drainage systems, and in a number 
of cases, resulting in the full-scale flooding in the 
mines. Currently, in the entire region between 
Horlivka and Yenakiieve, in the vicinity of Per-
vomaisk, and in portions of Donetsk, Makiivka, 
Shahtarsk and Toretsk water drainage systems are 
largely non-functional. Thirty six of the region’s 
mines are either being flooded with waste mate-
rial or have already been flooded completely, ren-
dering them non-operational. Some damaged 
and suspended mining operations in the Donbas 
have already been dismantled.

Of particular concern is the danger posed by the 
flooding of the Oleksandr-Zakhid and Vuhlehirsk 
mines, as well as the troubling case of the Yunyi 
Komunar mine – the site of a 1979 underground 
nuclear explosion, where the groundwater may 
already be radioactive.

The continued large-scale flooding of area mines 
will inevitably result in both surface flooding and 
subsidence of the surrounding area, rendering 
buildings unusable, engineering and communi-
cation infrastructure – gas lines, sewage and wa-
ter supply systems – inoperative,  and polluting 
surface and groundwater with iron, chlorides, sul-
fates, other mineral salts and heavy metals.

During the course of the conflict, repeated disrup-
tions of water supply and water disposal systems 
and facilities have been reported, some describ-
ing the discharge of pollutants directly into water 
sources. Chemical tests conducted at these sites 
show heightened concentrations of nitrogen and 
phosphorus in the water of the Siverskyi Donets, 
Kleban-Byk, Kalmius, and Kalchyk rivers, a result 
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that is potentially traceable to the disruption of 
operations at municipal wastewater treatment 
facilities.

When compared with data assembled in 2008, 
sediment drawn from the Karlivske and the 
Kleban-Bytske reservoirs reveals significant lev-
els of pollution with non-radioactive strontium 
and barium, both of which are substances used 
routinely in heavy industry and munitions. In 
the areas affected directly by the hostilities, the 
soil reveals systemically elevated concentrations 
– by a factor of 1.1 to 1.3 – of mercury, vanadi-
um, cadmium and non-radioactive strontium, 
as well as gamma-radiation in excess of the re-
spective background values measured in areas 
unaffected by the fighting. Typically, maximum 
differences with background values reached lev-
els of 1.2 to 2 times higher in some parameters, 
with occasional pollution values reaching 7 to 
17 times that of the background levels.  Data as-
sembled by other organizations, including sam-
ples taken from within shell craters and other 
sites revealed heightened pollutant concentra-

tions ranging between 1.2 and 12 times that of 
background values.

The conflict has rendered the management of 
household waste problematic, affecting in par-
ticular communities located along the contact 
line. The solution to this household waste problem 
faces further challenges arising from the presence 
of the remnants of discarded military equipment, 
ruined buildings, structures, and infrastructural 
elements. Their disposal requires additional ren-
ovation capacity, and is impossible to undertake 
without a prior demining of the territory and a 
thorough clearing of unexploded munitions. Yet, 
even in the event of a comprehensive demining of 
the area and disposal of munitions, any future use 
of land ravaged by combat maneuvers, military ex-
ercises, fortification construction, explosions, and 
the combustion of munitions will require a recla-
mation and re-cultivation of the topsoil. 

Fire, mechanical damage, and illegal logging in 
the conflict area have destroyed significant sec-
tions of forest and valuable windbreak strips. This 

critical reduction in woodland coverage in the 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions has had a severe 
negative impact on the field-protective, soil-pro-
tective, water-protective, and recreational func-
tions provided by forests and green spaces. 

The conflict in eastern Ukraine has damaged 
roughly 60 natural protected areas in the Donetsk 
and Luhansk regions. Currently, a lack of person-
nel, the suspension of funding for environmental 
protection activity, and insufficient coordination 
between environmental bodies and the Ukraini-
an Armed Forces pose a significant threat to any 
preservation and/or rehabilitation of the affected 
areas. The region is also undergoing a developing 
imbalance in its biological diversity with some 
species having disappeared and others spread-
ing uncontrollably, exposing both the agricultur-
al and the epidemiological security of the region 
to heightened risk.

With the onset of armed conflict, environmental 
activities in eastern Ukraine were virtually para-
lyzed. The effect of this initial course of destruc-

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND RECOVERY PRIORITIES FOR EASTERN UKRAINE
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tion on the environmental protection system in 
the conflict area is plainly evident.

Much archival material has been lost and not yet 
restored, environmental monitoring is generally 
inoperative in parts of the territory, and financial, 
logistical and manpower issues persist.

On the positive side, an increase in environ-
mental protection expenditures in govern-
ment-controlled territories is fostering the 
gradual restoration of the region’s environmen-
tal protection system. Specific initiatives aimed 
at restoring environmental monitoring, water 
supply and sanitation systems, waste manage-
ment, forest protection, and the development 
of nature preserves have been addressed in lo-
cal planning as well as the national programme, 
and are in the process of being implemented 
by local authorities.

These recent, positive changes, however, do not 
reflect the existence of a systemic, long-term ap-
proach. Still lacking is a comprehensive analysis 

of the environmental situation in the conflict area 
that demonstrates local needs and which is coor-
dinated with national and international priorities 
and policies of environmental protection and 
sustainable development.

The recommendations proposed herein are 
based on an analysis of the environmental issues 
confronting eastern Ukraine as developed in 
supplementary studies conducted by the OSCE 
Project Co-ordinator in Ukraine; comments and 
proposals expressed during round-table discus-
sions with national authorities on 4 September 
2017; and suggestions offered in other profes-
sional publications and raised during additional 
processes addressing environmental issues, not 
excluding  the question of the eventual environ-
mental rehabilitation of eastern Ukraine.

The recommendations are broken down into four 
distinct categories:

“Yesterday”: actions required as a foundation 
for addressing broader issues, and whose im-

plementation should already have begun or is 
to begin presently�

 Systematize all available data on the envi-
ronmental situation and the genesis of en-
vironmental hazard in the conflict area, and 
enable both the broad dissemination of and 
access to the respective data to facilitate de-
cision-making.

 Take inventory of gaps in information on the 
environmental situation and sources of envi-
ronmental hazard in the conflict area, and or-
ganize targeted studies to fill those gaps.

 Arrange for unimpeded access to supplemen-
tal information about the state of the environ-
ment and natural resources in the Donetsk 
and Luhansk regions.

 
“Today”: actions required for the reduction of 
environmental risk, and whose implementa-
tion is required in the near future�

 Regularly update the inventories of industrial 
and municipal facilities that currently stand, 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND RECOVERY PRIORITIES FOR EASTERN UKRAINE
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or possess potential, as significant sources of 
environmental hazard in the wake of hostili-
ties.

 Implement urgent measures to reduce the 
risk posed by the largest industrial and mu-
nicipal sources of environmental hazard, 
including the establishment of sufficient 
means and resources necessary for effective 
rapid response to emergencies in hazardous 
areas.

 Political measures that assure the cessation of 
hostilities near sources of elevated environ-
mental hazard, enable international monitor-
ing, and take a preventive approach to issues 
affecting high-hazard installations.

“Tomorrow”: actions required for the resto-
ration of environmental activities in the area, 
and which are TO BE included in mid-term 
governmental action planning�

 Restore and improve the organizational and 
legislative foundations of environmental pro-
tection.

 Restore, expand, and automate pollution 
monitoring, control, and environmental re-
porting in the conflict area.

 Restore and upgrade industrial and municipal 
waste management systems.

 Modernize the use and protection of the re-
gion’s surface waters based on the basin ap-
proach; restore and modernize water supply 
and waste water treatment systems.

 Ensure full management of natural protected 
areas, taking into account the need for reha-
bilitation of areas affected by the hostilities.

 Restore other damaged lands, bodies of wa-
ter, forests, and windbreak strips.

 Respond to the impact of the altered flow and 
deterioration in quality of mine water, updat-
ing principles and practices of both operating 
and closing mines, as well as the rehabilita-
tion of areas damaged by mining.

 Expedite the introduction of principles and 
methods aimed at reducing the environmen-
tal impact of defense activities into the oper-

ational procedures of Ukraine’s Armed Forces 
and National Guard units deployed in the re-
gion.

 Expand awareness-raising activities on envi-
ronmental protection in the conflict area.

“The Day after Tomorrow”: actions targeting 
“the greening” of the Donbas, long-term�

 Develop a comprehensive concept address-
ing the economic restructuring of the Don-
bas on the basis of green economy principles 
and reflecting effective adaptation to climate 
change.

 Foster broad discussion on the greening con-
cept among national and regional authorities, 
local governments, and representatives from 
business, industry, and the public.

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND RECOVERY PRIORITIES FOR EASTERN UKRAINE
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Despite the long-term adverse impact of hostilities on all as-
pects of both the environment and the local population, envi-
ronmental protection nonetheless occupies the area of lowest 
priority in the course of military planning and action.

Armed conflicts affect lands and terrain, surface and ground 
waters, vegetation and wildlife in a number of ways. Hostilities 
significantly increase the risks of incidents at industrial and in-
frastructure facilities. Especially hazardous for the environment 
are conflicts that take place in industrialized regions possess-
ing a large concentration of environmentally hazardous instal-
lations and facilities, as is the case in the Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions.

The industrialization of the Donbas began in the 19th century 
with the intensive development of the coal-mining and chem-
ical industries, metallurgy, machine building, and other envi-
ronmentally hazardous activities. Following decades of natural 
resource exploitation, a number of environmental issues have 

aggregated in eastern Ukraine, and any additional man-made 
burden may precipitate a host of unpredictable environmental 
consequences.

In light of the shortage of official information on the environ-
mental situation in eastern Ukraine, this project has attempted 
to analyze and summarize all available information sources in 
order to assess the present level of damage, and assisting in 
the development of a reasonable projection of the potential 
scale of the environmental impact arising from the conflict in 
the Donbas.

Through a comprehensive analysis and synthesis of the availa-
ble information, including recently published sources and ad-
ditional research and consultations performed under the aegis 
of the OSCE Project Co-ordinator in Ukraine, the authors offer 
these practical recommendations for both short- and long-
term steps required to further assess and address areas of grave 
environmental concern extant in eastern Ukraine.

INTRODUCTION
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The environmental consequences of armed 
conflict have only relatively recently become 
an area of active concern. Among promi-
nent studies addressing this issue are those 
issued by the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UN Environment) on the environ-
mental consequences of conflict in the former 
Yugoslavia, in Afghanistan, and in the Middle 
East1. In 2006, the OSCE and UN Environment 
evaluated the scale of the spread of grass fires 
in the Nagorno-Karabakh region, and in 2008, 
they studied the environmental consequences 
of the armed conflict in Georgia. Today, a range 
of inter-governmental and non-governmental 
organizations are involved in the assessment of 
the environmental consequences of hostilities 
in Syria and Iraq.

In eastern Ukraine, any assessment of the situa-
tion in the conflict area is reliant upon a severe-
ly limited number of sources. Currently, entire 
sections of the territory lack any environmental 
monitoring activities, and many industries are 
operated under a regime of non-transparency, 
offering little in the way of reliable information 
on the nature of damages to their facilities and 

related infrastructure. State Environmental In-
spections in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions 
operate under conditions of great difficulty.

From the start of the conflict, organizations 
tasked with gathering environmental informa-
tion in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions began 
to experience disruptions in their operations. 
Most lost their instruments of measurement, as 
well as all technical, material, and transporta-
tion facilities, archives and documentation. The 
scope of official statistical reporting has been 
severely hampered.

Simultaneously, beginning in 2015, and based 
on available information, the Ministry of Ecology 
and Natural Resources of Ukraine (Minecology) 
has prepared monthly informational and ana-
lytical reports on the environmental situation in 
eastern Ukraine. Information on the humanitar-
ian situation in communities, as well as informa-
tion on disruptions to water, gas, and electricity 
supplies have been made available daily in re-
ports produced by the Information and Analyti-
cal Center of the National Security and Defense 
Council of Ukraine2. 

Operating within the framework of its designat-
ed activities, the OSCE Special Monitoring Mis-
sion has also prepared daily operational reports 
drawn from reports of specific on-site incidents 
and which contain, inter alia, information on 
operational disruptions at critical infrastructure 
and industrial facilities. 

The UN Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Clus-
ter (WASH cluster), coordinated by UNICEF, 
gathers and disseminates information on the 
hostilities along the contact line, document-
ing their impact on the water supply and san-
itation3. 

In those areas of the Donetsk Oblast not current-
ly under Ukrainian government control, UNICEF 
provides risk evaluation of the water supply, an 
activity which includes visits to critical infra-
structure facilities. 

Given the dearth of reliable information, mass 
media reportage and online social networks 
have become important data sources, albeit 
sources whose accuracy and credibility often re-
quire further corroboration. 

What do we know about environmental issues in the conflict area

ASSESSMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF THE ARMED CONFLICT IN EASTERN UKRAINE
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Selected studies and overviews of environmental issues and priorities in eastern Ukraine

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

TYPE OF ORGANIZATION / PROCESS

Intergovernmental            

Governmental             

Non-governmental             

ANALYTICAL APPROACH

Literature review            

Analysis of mass and social media            

Analysis of other organizations' data            

Own field studies            

AVAILABILITY OF RESULTS

Publicly available on-line            

Restricted circulation             

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND RECOVERY PRIORITIES FOR EASTERN UKRAINE

WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN THE CONFLICT AREA

1. World Bank – EU – UN analysis and reconstruction programme 
(IBRD, EU, UN 2015)

2. Analysis by ICO “Environment-People-Law” (Kravchenko 2015)
3. Publications by Zoï Environment Network (Denisov et al. 2015a,  

2015b, 2017)
4. Research for the Trilateral Contact Group (Kaschka 2015, 2016, Petry 2016)
5. Report of the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission (OSCE SMM 2015)
6. Draft of the State programme for reconstruction and peace-building in 

Eastern Ukraine (MTOT 2016)4

7. Report by the Center for Humanitarian Dialogue 
(Yakovliev and Chumachenko 2017)

8. Analysis by Bellingcat (Zwijnenburg 2017)
9. Report by the Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union  

(Bushchenko 2017)
10. Study commissioned by UNICEF 5

11. Study commissioned by UN OCHA (Nicole and Ferraro 2017)
12. Materials by OSCE Project Coordinator in Ukraine  

(Averin 2017, Denisov, et al. 2017)
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PRIORITIES OF ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Environmental situation in general            

Direct impact of hostilities on the environment            

Atmospheric air             

Ground waters             

Surface waters            

Soils and land             

Forests            

Plants, animals, natural protected areas             

Natural and industrial emergencies            

Water supply, sanitation, waste            

Environmental protection in the conflict area            

TYPES OF RECOMMENDATION

Overall / strategic            

Information            

Legislation             

Administration            

Engineering / technology             

Foreign policy             
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National mass media outlets providing the most 
complete coverage of the issue include Corre-
spondent magazine and the UNIAN press infor-
mation service. The Ostrov (“Island”) information 
agency is also worthy of mention as a mass media 
outlet which was in operation prior to the onset 
of hostilities, particularly in those territories not 
currently under the control of the Ukrainian gov-
ernment, and which has provided continuing 
covering of ongoing events despite relocating to 
facilities located outside the conflict area. 

The initial comprehensive overviews of the envi-
ronmental situation in the conflict area in East-
ern Ukraine were published at the beginning of 
2015. The World Bank, the EU, and the UN ana-
lyzed the impact of the conflict and the need for 
addressing it6. These reports included analysis 
of environmental aspects and immediate needs 
for reconstruction (the environmental portion 
was valued at 30 million USD; the restoration of 
both water supply and water disposal systems 
were valued at additional 40 million USD).

At this time, the Environment-People-Law (EPL) 
international charitable organization performed 

and subsequently published a series of field and 
desk studies7, with the Swiss-based Zoï Environ-
ment Network and the UK Toxic Remnants of War 
project publishing a parallel analysis drawn from 
available resources, mass media materials, and 
in-house research8.  Environmental issues in the 
conflict area have since registered on the political 
agenda, and Ukrainian and foreign mass media, 
governments, and international organizations 
have begun showing interest in the topic.

During 2015-2016, in support of meetings of the 
Trilateral Contact Group under the Minsk Nego-
tiation Process, Austrian and German specialists 
were engaged in studies of specific security is-
sues related to the water supply and waste wa-
ter treatment in the conflict area9, and address-
ing the prospects of restoring and developing 
the coal industry in eastern Ukraine, with an eye 
on the consequences resulting from the flood-
ing of coal mines10. The issues of water supply 
security and sanitation were also the subject 
of an analytical report prepared by the OSCE 
Special Monitoring Mission in Ukraine11. At the 
end of 2016, the Ministry of Temporarily Occu-
pied Territories and Internally Displaced Persons 

WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN THE CONFLICT AREA
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(MTOT) developed and presented for public 
discussion a draft of the first State reconstruc-
tion and peace-building programme in eastern 
Ukraine (hereinafter, MTOT State Programme), 
estimating the total cost of its environmental 
component at approximately 50 million Euros12.
 
Throughout 2017, the issue continued to draw 
increased attention, and the amount of availa-
ble analytical material grew dramatically. At a 
session chaired by the Deputy Prime Minister of 
Ukraine in May 2017, the decision was made to 
establish the Interagency Environmental Work-
ing Group for the Donetsk and Luhansk regions, 
which was to operate under the aegis of MTOT.

In June 2017, the Verkhovna Rada Committee 
for Environmental Policy, Management of Nat-
ural Resources, and Response to Chornobyl Ac-
cident held a round-table dedicated to Donbas 
environmental issues13.  Based on open-source 
data, the international non-profit network Bell-
ingcat published a detailed analysis of the dam-
ages caused during the conflict and the environ-
mental hazards posed by a number of industrial 
facilities14. The Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights 

Union published its own detailed report on the 
consequences of conflict, offering particular fo-
cus to the issue of nature reserves15.

Finally, by request of the United Nations Office 
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN 
OCHA), Swiss specialists performed a rapid field 
assessment of the environmental hazards that 
may result from potential industrial incidents 
along the contact line16; and acting on a request 
from UNICEF, an Austrian contractor performed 
a comprehensive analysis of the Voda Donbasu 
[“Donbas Water”] company and risks to the re-
gional water supply17.
 
Based on a preliminary desk study18 and addi-
tional results – including field studies – assem-
bled under the “Assessment of Environmental 
Damage in Eastern Ukraine” project led by the 
OSCE Project Co-ordinator in Ukraine, and offer-
ing these in comparison with the conclusions of 
the aforementioned studies, publications, and 
independent sources, this document reflects an 
attempt to summarize all currently available in-
formation on the serious environmental issues 
confronting eastern Ukraine.
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Уривок наданий для ознайомлення. Якщо книга Вас зацікавила, її 
можна взяти у центральній районній бібліотеці імені Івана Франка.

An excerpt is provided for familiarization. If you are interested in the book, you 
can take it in the Ivan Franko Central Library.
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